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Test Methods for Enumeration of Enterococci 
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Enterococci 
Gram Stain: Gram-positive cocci 
Black/brown precipitate on BEA 

Growth in BHI at 45 ± 0.5°C 
Growth in BHI w/6.5% NaCl 

Incubate  
48 hr at  

41 ± 0.5°C  

35 ± 0.5°C for 48 hr45 ± 0.5°C for 48 hr

Incubate 24 hr 
at 35 ± 0.5°C  

Transfer selected colonies 

Pink-red colonies on mE Agar  
with a black or reddish-brown  

precipitate on EIA are enterococci.   
*No additional testing required. 

Colonies with a blue halo,  
regardless of color, are enterococci.   

*No additional testing required. 

Incubate 20-30 min at  
41 ± 0.5°C 

*Verification Procedure 
for Enterococci (Optional) 

Incubate  
24 hr at  

41 ± 0.5°C 

Gram Stain 

Incubate 48 hr 
at 35 ± 0.5°C  
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