
BBL™ CHROMagar™ O157
For the Rapid Detection of E. coli O157 from Food

Only BBL™ CHROMagar™

Formulations Have 
AOAC™-RI Approval

BBL CHROMagar O157 was developed for the
isolation and differentiation of E. coli O157:H7
from food, environmental or clinical samples. 
The medium distinguishes this virulent strain 
from non-O157 E. coli using a highly specific
chromogenic reaction. E. coli O157:H7 produces
mauve-colored colonies on BBL CHROMagar
O157. Gram-negative organisms, other 
than E. coli O157, will either be inhibited 
or produce colorless, blue, green or blue-
green (aqua) colonies.

l Sensitivity 100% and specificity 100%
l No false negatives were found in 

testing the food matrices
l Detected more positives than the 

reference method media
l Plates read with reportable results 

24 hours from sample enrichment
l 24-hour growth-based reportable results1,2

* Samples of BBL™ CHROMagar™ O157 were independently evaluated by the AOAC
Research Institute and were found to perform to the producer’s specifications as
stated in the test kit’s descriptive insert. The producer certifies this kit conforms 
in all respects to the specifications originally evaluated by the AOAC Research
Institute as detailed in Performance Tested MethodsSM Certificate Number 090501.

*
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BBL™ CHROMagar™ O157
The choice is clear!

BD Diagnostics
7 Loveton Circle 
Sparks, MD 21152-0999
800.638.8663
www.bd.com/ds
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BBL™ CHROMagar™ Family
AOAC™-RI Approved Cat. No. Unit

BBL™ CHROMagar™ O157 214984 20 plates

BBL™ CHROMagar™ Listeria 215085 20 plates

BBL™ CHROMagar™ Salmonella 214983 20 plates

BBL™ CHROMagar™ Staph aureus 214982 20 plates

Associated Products Cat. No. Unit

Difco™ Buffered Peptone Water 218105 500 g

Difco™ EC Medium, Modified 234020 500 g

Difco™ TSB, Modified 292735 500 g

Difco™ Novobiocin Supplement, 231971 6x10 mL
20 mg per vial

Can you clearly identify non-O157 E. coli
and E. coli O157 on Sorbitol MacConkey?

With BBL CHROMagar O157 you can!

Testing Algorithm
24 h growth-based results with BBL CHROMagar O157

Sample Prepared
in BPW

Incubate
4.5 h

PATHATRIX™ IMS
(capture concentration)

BBL CHROMagar
O157

Incubate 18-24 h
Read Plate

Blue colonies are other
gram-negative bacteria

E. coli O157:H7 
(rose to mauve)

BBL™ CHROMagar™ O157 is certified by the AOAC™

Research Institute (AOAC-RI) under the Performance
Tested Methods Program using FDA BAM, USDA
FSIS, and ISO methods.3-6
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