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The Life Cycle Assessment:  A holistic view of the environmental impacts3:
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When comparing the two scenarios, it is clear that the PureWick™ system offers a significantly lower environmental impact than 
traditional diaper use, highlighting its eco-friendly advantage.

Disposable diapers/padsBD PureWickTM 

Use of PureWick™ device (without battery) for one night Use of one disposable diaper/pad for one night

Comparative LCA between using PureWick™ (without battery)
and one diaper for one night
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When opting for PureWick™ instead of diapers (for 2 years and
4 months), the notable areas of environmental savings are6:
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Use of fossil resources
It saves 552 kg of oil

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 %

Fossil resource scarity
Water consumption

Mineral resource scarity

Global warming

In 2021, approximately 39 billion incontinence products were sold around the world1.

The range of products in question includes absorbent pads, diapers, 
catheters, and other specialised external devices. The environmental 
toll of disposing these products is considerable, contributing to 
increased carbon emissions and substantial financial costs.

Due to the increased focus on sustainable practices, particularly in the healthcare sector, 
the environmental impact of incontinence products demands immediate attention. 

The PureWick™ system is a sustainable option for incontinence care, addressing a range of 
environmental concerns2. When compared to using two diapers overnight, PureWick™ generates 
much less waste than traditional absorbent hygiene products7. PureWick™ appears to be a highly 
reliable medical solution that addresses the issue of female urinary incontinence, with a reduced 
impact on the environment.

For any additional questions, please contact Nontokozo Ndimande at: nontokozo.ndimande@bd.com

Cradle-to-gate - Raw materials, processing and manufacturing.
Cradle-to-grave - Raw materials to end-of-life.

This assessment considered impacts from cradle to grave.

This contribution to waste underscores the pressing challenge of managing the 
ecological footprint of these products, a challenge that is set to grow as the global 
population ages.

  Please consult product labels and instruction for use for indications, contraindications, hazards, warnings, and precautions




