
Algorithm Example for Maintaining Indwelling Catheter

Is a closed drainage system maintained?1,2

Is patient continent of stool?1

Has catheter care been performed and 
documented after each episode of 

fecal incontinence?1

Is periurethral cleaning performed and 
documented per hospital policy?1,2

Routine hygiene during daily bathing or 
showering is appropriate when an 

indwelling catheter is in place4

Consider fecal management device, 
if appropriate3

Is the drainage system free from kinks 
and dependent loops?1,2

If tubing is kinked, urinary flow can be 
impaired, causing backflow of urine, 

which may increase risk of infection1,2

Is the collection bag below the level of 
the bladder and o� the floor?1,2

Collection bag should always be below 
level of the bladder and o� the floor1,2

Is the collection bag emptied regularly 
using a clean container for each patient?1,2

Empty collection bag regularly and use a 
clean collection container for each 

patient. Avoid splashing and contact of 
the drainage spigot with the nonsterile 

collection container1,2

Consider replacing catheter using aseptic 
technique and sterile equipment if there 

are breaks in aseptic technique, 
disconnection, or leakage of the 

catheter1,2
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BD® Clinical Connect provides this algorithm as a example only. 
Hospitals are responsible for customizing and validating content 
in accordance with their policies and clinical standards.
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